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The programme-message once more emphasized:
The new r6gme will be a social hierarchy. It will rest no longer
upon the false conception of the natural equality of man, but upon
the necessary idea of equality of opportunity for all Frenchmen to
prove their ability to "serve." Work and talent alone will be the
foundation of the French hierarchy. No unfavourable prejudice will
be directed against any Frenchman because of his social origin,
provided only he completely identifies himself with the new France
and gives it his wholehearted co-operation. The class-struggle, so
fatal to the nation, can only be done away with by doing away with
the causes that formed those classes and set them against one another.
Thus there will be born again the true Slites that the superseded regme
spent years in destroying, and which will give us the leaders needed
for the development of the prosperity and dignity of all. ...
The hierarchical character of the new regime is inseparable from its
social character. But this social character cannot be founded on
theoretical declarations; it must appear in facts; it must find ex-
pression in immediate practical measures. The first duty of all
Frenchmen, workers, farmers, officials, technicians, employers, is to
work; those who disregard this duty would no longer be worthy
of their cithenship. But equally all Frenchmen have a right to
work.
We have quoted these texts in full because they contain a perfect
expression of what is to be the social work of the Government
that will to-morrow be in charge of French afiairs. It seems that
everyone ought to be able to give allegiance unreservedly to the
ideas set forth in these texts.
Unhappily the Vichy Government has not produced the least
semblance of any measure that might appear to come within the
framework of this programme. Government and civil service
posts are given only by favour and intrigue. As for private posts,
they are still bestowed under the same conditions as in earlier days.
Even the laws relating to wages have not been revised so as to
allow of better pay for the good worker than for the bad.
This matter will be touched upon again when we come to deal
with the laws relating to labour and unemployment.
VIII, Economic Organization
And now we can come to the question of chief importance,
that of the economic and vocational organization of the Nation.
Here again the Government had undertaken solemn engagements
before the National Assembly. And in this matter it has acted,
but by doing on most points the exact opposite of what it had
promised.